,-_: Jiue siorts 1000
O ~ s Profies we
- s . 3
A ! )
| | A [ ‘ '
Y Te N
2N DU 3
/ - Jsing Coor

Testata: TILE INTERNATIONAL

Data: Marzo 2017



In the spotlight

Progress Profiles, a ma-
jor ltalian manufacturer
of fechnical and decora-
tive finishing profiles, with
a proven track-record of
creativity and profession-
alism, has closed 2016
with an increase in reve-
nues of over 25%, and ex-
ports accounting for 34%
of fotal turnover. Having
fully renovated its Dubai
site in 2015, Procress
ProriLes opened a new
subsidiary in Melbourne,
Australia, in 2016, bring-
ing its total number of for-
eign subsidiaries to three.
Dennis Bordin, Chairman
of Progress Profiles, is ful-
ly committed to further in-
creasing the company’s
worldwide market share,
and says: "We keep re-in-
venting ourselves so as
fo grow and meet the
needs of the most dis-
cerning customers, by fo-
cusing on a high level of

specialisation, techno-
logical research and in-
novation, and always giv-
ing top priority to the use
of high-quality materials.
that represent the high-
est standards of ltalian
manufacturing”

Tile International: So you
are still pursuing your pol-
icy of expansion on inter-
national markets?
Dennis Bordin: “Definite-
ly: Progress Profiles will
carry on growing on in-
fernational markets, with
exports now reaching
over 60 countries.This has
proved to be a successful
strategy over the years,
thanks to our ongoing
commitment to techno-
logical research, creativi-
ty and the quality of the
material we use.

In 2008, we became the
first company in our in-
dustry to open a subsid-

Progress Profiles
keeps growing
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Austraban subsidiary

Progress Profies heodquaner in Asolo (Mol)

iary in Dubai, which we com-
pletely renovated in autumn
2015, before recently odd-
ing an extra warehouse and
showroom. We opened our
American headguarters  in
New Jersey in 2012, and PPA
Inc has become our fop per-

'”'M'.“““ “'"q (I ::":""j | former at Group level.

m| Most recentiy, in October 2016,
M|‘l HH]M m - we opened o new site in Mel-

p bourne, Australic, which will
play a key role in improving
our service fo the Asian mar-
kets of New Zealand, Indone-
siac and Japan. Our goal re-
mains that of expanding the
Group worldwide, and making
it a focal point for everyone
looking for installation systems
and finishings that incorpo-
rate authentic Italion design,
which is a perfect blend of el-
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Progress Profiles headquarter in Asolo (Baly)

egonce, innovation and mo-
tericl quality”

Tile International: But after
opening your new hecdguacr-
ters in Asolo, you carred on
making Investments In ltaly
throughout 2016, didn't you?
D.Bordin: "Our new H& in Aso-
lo, which we opened in 2015,
is © paragon of green building
ond incorporates many of the
most innovetive architectural
ond construction concep's
Built using raw mcterials that
meet REACH® reguirements,
the building incorporaies
highly advanced architectur-
al ona construction concepts
that combine eco-sustainabil-
ity with aesthetic impact and
class-A cccupant wel-peing.
Although our new HQ of-
fers over 13,500 sa.m of floor
spoce, we found we needed
to put up cnother. cgjocent
building in 2016, to give us an
extra 2,500 sq.m to use for cu-

tomated werehousing ond
production purposes. The fotal
fioor space of our Asolo facility
now amounts o 16,000 sgq.m,
and the photovoltaic systems
we hove insfalled there gener-
aie 800 kWh of electricity”

Tile International: What are
the lctest odditions to your
product range?

D.Bordin: "Every yoar Progress
Profies launches new proc-
ucts, bom of fechnological re-
search that sef's new frencs
and combines high-guality
design with innovation

Qur new profiles for coverings
include Prolistel Channel and
Protermingl Int, both of which
are made of aluminium. Pro-
listel Cnannel hcs a special
Fshoped section and con
be used as a frack for instal-
ing gloss fixtures on fioors and
waolls, while Proferminal Int cre-
ates an internal corner and
protects the external comers

of coverings ond their pernm-
eter closure

-For raised flooring In cerom-
c, wood and composite mo-
ferial, we have developed and
patented a new system calied
Prosupport Profile, for use with
the Prosupport System: the
new systiem protects aond fin-
shes the outer edge, so that
risers can be fixed, with or with-
out cecorative elements, with-
out using unsightly clips ond
mountings.

-For extenor use, we have de-
veloped Proside Walk, ¢ penm-
eter profile in painted clumin-
um, designed o protect the
edges of tiles koid clong pove-
ments.

Our skiring bocrds include
Covecop and the Procop pro-
fle. both made of co-extrud-
ed, non-foxic, flexible vinyl res-
n, which cre ideal for viny
fooring and carpet becouse
they provide coving cnd pe-
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rimeter closures that focilitcte
correct installation”

Tile International: How s Pro-
gress Profiles responding to
the question of vocational
training for tie setters?

D. Bordin: "Our company has
clways paid close cttention
fo the fechnical upccting of
trade professionals, and we
firmly beleve in pecple and
fraining cs a comerstone of
our development policy. That's
why we have made substan-
ficl investments cnd equipped
our HQ in Asolo with o Progress
Profiles Troining Centre. This in-
cludes o 150 sg.m showroom
with g further 200 sg.m specit-
iccly designed o receive ar
chitects, engineers, surveyors,
designers, contractors and in-
sialers. We are clso sfill suc-
cessfully running the Progress
Profiles Troining Acodemy.
which offers a wide range of
free tfechnical worksheps and
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PROGRESS

PROFILES

seminars, both ot our heac-
quarters (where we beor the
cost of accommodction for
participents) and cll rounc
Eurcpe and ltaly’s maojor cit-
ies. The courses are certified
by the National Council of Ar-
chitects, and in recent years,
we have met over 3,000 pro-
fessionals ond visited over 60
cities, including foreign capi-
tals such as Beirut, Kiev, Krakow
and Modrid. These courses in-
clude proctical demonstre-
tions, in which participants
gain  hands-on  experence
under the guicdance of our
technical personnel, ana the-
ory sessions cowering certif-
cotions and regulations. The
course entfities Halicn partic-
ipents o 6 training credits,
which is the maximum num-
ber lcic down by the orcer of
architects”

Tile International: How cre
your end-of-year resulfs look-
ing?

D.Bordin: "Progress Profies has
recorded growth of more than
25% in 2016. Our exports cre
now reaching over 60 coun-
fries ond account for o sub-
stonticl 34% of tumover. At the

same time, our home market,
with 66%, is still growing strong-
ly and steadily. This is o major
ochievement and it denves
from our constant commit-
ment to investing in fechnok
ogy ond speciclised fraining.
backed up by highly qualified,
well managed staff, compris-
ing cdireciors, area monagers
ond a first-closs sales network”
Tile International: What cre
your forecasts for 20177

D. Bordin: “This year, as well
expanding our Australi-
on market with the aid of our
new Melboume focility, we cre
planning fo step up our invest-
ments in the American mar-
ket ond the Middle Eost, both
of which cre enjoying continu-
ous growth,

As for products, we're putting
in ¢ lot of work on membranes.
Our Prodeso membrane s still
ecming widespread occlaim
thanks fo its special charoc-
teristics. As well cs providing
a waterproofing cnd decou-
ping loyer, it ensures cdhe-
sion o the substrcte and floor
covering. focilitates optimum
vopor managment, drastica-
ly reduces construction fmes

and uniformly distributes the
looc and hect of cny hecting
system thot moy be installed.
We have also just developed
a new membrane for the
Prodeso Hect system: thanks
fo its new shape, Proceso Heot
Grip ensures better cnchoring
of the adhesive, higher fear re-
sistonce and a higher vopour
venting capacity

Our skirting bocrds are still
cmong our key products 100,
especiclly the models with
contermporary design, which
ccn now be applied fo plos-
terboard wells thonks o the
integrated system they Incor-
porate. Our bestseling prod-
ucts include Proskirting Fat
and Proskirting Channel, two
elegont fiush-mount skirting
boaras with or without inter-
ncl cecorative chennel. For
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our entire range of aluminium
ong steel skirting boaorc, we
will provide internci/external
angles, joints and cops moade
of metal (aluminium with var
ious surfoce trectments) os
well cs plostic, so os to mcke
them durcbie ond, cbove oll,
elegont and cotftroctive. Lash
ly. thonks fo new maochinery,
we con now creale exoct-
ly the nucnce of wood thot
cusiomers wont for ther spe-
cific requirements, from light
and bright birch fo cherry.ock
ond mople for our Skirting Line
7011/7016 ond Proinsert Sys-
tem Une. So yes we expect
2017 o be another year full of
challenges and success sto-
nes, and we will cory on in-
vesting in research ond new
technologies, with a constant
eye o the future”. X




